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March 28, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Lions 
 
Firstly, I hope you are healthy and well. If  you, your family or friends have been touched by Covid-19 you 
have my sympathies and prayers.  We are living in a time of unprecedented global challenge, and here in 
Canada we are not exempt.  As Lions, it is written into our DNA to want to help, to serve, and to make the 
world a better place.   Even now, when we are quarantined, self-isolating, or engaged in social distancing, 
we want to serve.  
 
Our local, provincial, and our federal governments have been working overtime to respond to Covid-19 
crisis, to plan, and to deliver options to keep our society safe and moving forward.   At the same time, 
Lions have been responding, planning and delivering service,  as well. 
 
Announcements: Lions Clubs International has responded to the Covid-19 crisis in a number of ways, 
including: 

● Cancelation of the 2020 LCI Convention to have been held in Singapore.  Our next convention 
will be in 2021 in Montreal. 

○ Because of this, no new officers at the International Level will be elected.  The present 
officers and board of directors will all continue to serve you in their same positions until 
voting happens in Montreal. 

○ DGEs will be able to assume their roles as District Governors for 2020-2021 starting on 
July 1st, as their respective elections are held locally, in their Districts. 

○ Council Chairpersons or Council Chairpersons-elect, and other MD officers will be able to 
be elected locally, by whatever voting process your MDs adopt. 

● The HQ office in Oak Brook is closed in compliance with Illinois requirements under their state 
COVID Response, but many of the LCI staff are working from home and responding to emails. 

● LCI & LCIF have created dedicated web pages to keep you informed about our Global response 
to Covid-19: 

○ https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/coronavirus for LCI 
○ https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/lcif-response for LCIF 

 
 
Club Operations: We encourage all of our Lions Clubs to continue to function - just not in face-to-face 
gatherings. This is the time of year to hold Club Officer Elections and our Legal Division has offered 
advice on this: 

● Re Lions Clubs Elections: 
All Lions clubs are permitted to conduct meetings via alternative meeting format. 

Therefore, they can conduct elections via phone, email, or any other method that will permit 
the Lions club to move forward.  
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Practically speaking, as each Lions club is an independent legal entity, it can conduct 
elections (or choose not to conduct elections) at the discretion of the club.  

Provided the decision is supported by the membership and no complaint is filed, the 
actions of the club will be accepted in good faith.  

 
Clubs - Please contact your DG or MD to learn more about how to hold your meetings and 
elections.  
 
Communication: While most of us are at home, “flattening” or “planking the curve”, staying in touch is 
important.  There are many ways to do this and you have proven yourselves very creative already. 
Through phone calls, emails, messaging, and social media, I have learned of many MD, District, and Club 
meetings and events that are happening online or via teleconference. Many clubs are staying engaged 
by: 

● Phoning a fellow Lion to see how they are doing 
● Hosting online social events (Trivia nights, Coffee meets, etc.) 
● Helping a Lion who is not able to get groceries by being the shopper / delivery person. 
● Having regular meetings, just not face-to-face. 

 
I encourage every Club to stay connected.  SELF-ISOLATION should not be SOCIAL ISOLATION. 
 
Service: In communities where one or two people can still move about safely, our Lions have developed 
many ways to meet community Service Needs.  While this is not the time to host a Fishing Derby, or 
group effort to sort eyeglasses, our communities have never been more in need of volunteers than we are 
at this time.  Many clubs will even find that new potential Lions want to help as well.  So, let’s get creative 
and serve!  

● Poll your members and determine who can help and what you are willing to do. 
● Post on Facebook or other community message boards to let the community know of any 

services that your club can offer. Most Provincial Government sites also have a page you can use 
to volunteer your services. 

● Support with ideas as well as money - one club posted the instructions for PEACE POSTER 
online, and encouraged parents looking for home-school projects to use Peace Poster as an art 
lesson.  

● Lions are buying an extra item at the store to give to the local food bank. 
● Lions are phoning non-Lions to see how they are and to brighten their day. 
● Lions are volunteering in essential businesses whose staff are ill. For example,  one club is 

sanitizing shopping carts. 
Please use the Lions of Canada / Lions Du Canada FaceBook page to share your club service ideas. 
We know that when this current pandemic is behind us, Lions will be needed more than ever in our 
communities.  We are also needed NOW.  Let’s show the world just how resourceful, effective, and 
relevant our Lion volunteers are.  
 
Thank you for all the service you are providing during this time of need. 
 
Yours in Friendship, 
 

VP Dr. Patti Hill 
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March 1, 2020 

Good day Lions,  

This letter is to inform you and your club members of the upcoming Bylaw resolutions that will 
be voted on at the MDC Convention on May 1-2, 2020 in Lethbridge, AB. These resolutions 
must pass by a 2/3 vote of ballots cast. 

If you have any questions; please contact your District Governor. 

 

Resolution # 1 

Article IV Receipts and Dispursement (Disbursements) Section 3 Allocation of Per Capita Tax 

 (a) Membership, Extension and Leadership Programs   

Change to  

(a) Global Action Team (Leadership, Membership, Service) 

 

I support Resolution #1      _______ Yes      ________ No 

 

Resolution # 2 

1) MD C By-Laws Article IV Receipts and Dispursements (Disbursements) Section 3 
Allocation of Per Capita Tax  

(m) Unbudgeted (current wording)                                                                                                                                                                

Change to                                                                                                                                                                                          

(m) Contingency Items (at the discretion of Council provided a balanced budget is met). 

 

  I support Resolution # 2      ______ Yes    ________ No 

 

 



 

 

Resolution # 3 

2) MD C By-Laws Article IV Receipts and Dispursements (Disbursements) Section 1 
Allocation of Per Capita Tax  

a) An annual per capita tax established each year at the annual multiple district convention 
shall be levied on each member of each club in the multiple district.  Each sub-district shall be 
invoiced twice a year in accordance with Lions Clubs International billing policies. The first 
invoice, for one half of each member’s multiple district per capita tax, shall be sent out not later 
than July 25th of each year and the invoice amount shall be based on the end of June multiple 
district healthy club report provided by Lions Clubs International. The second invoice, for one 
half of each member’s multiple district per capita tax, shall be sent out not later than January 
25th of each year and the invoice amount shall be based on the end of December multiple 
district healthy club report provided by Lions Clubs International. 

Members added or dropped will be proportionately billed or credited for the period. (LCI no 
longer gives a credit for added or dropped members) 

 

  I support Resolution # 3      ______ Yes     ______ No 

 

Resolution # 4 

3) MD C By-Laws Article IV Receipts and Dispursements (Disbursements) Section 4. Finance 
Committee   

 At its final meeting of the year, the council, in prior consultation with the incoming 
multiple district governors, shall, 

determine if the finance committee will meet as the whole council or appoint a multiple district 
finance committee to serve in the ensuing year.  If the multiple district finance committee is to 
be appointed, the members shall be:  

 • The incoming vice council chairperson (chair of the committee) 

• The incoming council chairperson 

• One incoming district governor (vice chair of the committee) 

• One incoming 1st vice district governor 

Changing the wording to: 

 Those members of Council appointed to the committee by Council. 

  I support Resolution # 4     ______ Yes     _____ No 



 

 

Resolution # 5 

ARTICLE II - COUNCIL SECRETARY-TREASURER 

Section 1. Appointment   

The council may appoint a council secretary-treasurer or council secretary and council 
treasurer who will be a non-voting member of the council and shall fix the duties, terms of 
office and compensation by written contract or agreement.  Approval of two-thirds (2/3) of the 
council shall be required to appoint or remove the council secretary-treasurer or council 
secretary and/or council treasurer. 

Section 3. Compensation   

Compensation, if any, shall be that agreed upon by the council and the council secretary-
treasurer or council secretary and council treasurer at the time of contractual or agreement 
signing. It shall include, but not be limited to, just compensation for services and expenses 
when representing the multiple district when required by the council, at meetings, sub-district 
conventions, multiple district conventions and the International Lions convention.  Expenses 
incurred at other meetings shall be the responsibility of the host organization. 

Section 4. Evaluation   

An annual evaluation shall be done by the council chairperson and the vice council chairperson 
and shall be based upon the job specifications agreed upon at the time of the council secretary-
treasurer or council secretary and council treasurer’s appointment.   

 A written evaluation shall be completed by the council chairperson and the vice council 
chairperson no later than December 1st (December 31st) of each year and shall be provided to 
the council and the council secretary-treasurer or council secretary and council treasurer on or 
before the 15th of January each year. 

Section 5. Contract Renewal   

During the first quarter of the calendar year, the council chairperson, the vice council 
chairperson and the district governors shall meet, in camera, to discuss the current contract (or 
agreement) covering the position of council secretary-treasurer or council secretary and 
council treasurer. 

This discussion shall be the basis of a review and/or renegotiation of the contract (or 
agreement) to be conducted by council chairperson and the vice council chairperson with the 
council secretary-treasurer or council secretary and council treasurer. 

Following the above discussion, the council chairperson and the vice council chairperson shall 
meet with the council secretary-treasurer or council secretary and council treasurer to review 
and/or renegotiate terms of the contract (or agreement) for the year which follows. 



 

 

 Change the wording to 

 the next Lionistic year. 

I support Resolution #5    _____ Yes    ______ No 

 

Resolution # 6 

ARTICLE VI - MULTIPLE DISTRICT CONVENTION OPERATIONS 

Section 2. Multiple District Convention Funds   

The multiple district convention funds may be advanced to the convention committee for 
payment of deposits. The advances shall be repaid to the Multiple District from the convention 
revenues.  

Remove this line completely. 

 

  I support Resolution # 6    _____Yes     _____No 

 

 

Resolution # 7  

Elect a Vice Council Chairperson for 2020-2021 / Council Chairperson 2021-2022 

Select one of the following candidates to serve as MDC Vice Council Chairperson for the 
Lionistic year 2020-2021 and as MDC Council Chairperson for the Lionistic year 2021-2022. 

 

 ___________ PDG Cathy Anderson 

 

 

Submitted by the MDC Constitution & Bylaws Committee 

PCC Betty Ann Robson 

1st VDG Dustin Southgate C2 

2nd VDG Melodie Franko C1 


