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Greetings Lions 
. 

District C1 Convention 2021-2022 Results 
Official Results of the 20212022 District C1 Elections 
 
Sunday, March 6, 2022 

The results have been tabulated and certified by the election firm Simply 

Voting and PDG Brent Johnson.  There were 37 certified and eligible kiosk 

voters and 15 eligible email voters, 12 of which cast votes. 
I would like to congratulate all of our candidates who have all been 
successfully elected: 

• District Governor Elect – Suzanne Leshchyshyn 

• 1st Vice District Governor Elect – Dave Leshchyshyn 

• 2nd Vice District Governor Elect – Lyle Gustafson 

• Hall of Fame – Dorothy Harris 

Resolution #1 – Passed 

Resolution #2 – Passed 

     Yours In Lionism 

     Melodie Franko 

     District Governor C1 – 2021 - 2022 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS / DATES to REMEMBER 
2022 Mar 19-20 

Mar 26-28 
Jun  24-28 
April 29-30 
Sep 15-17 

GAT Weekend 
Advanced Leadership (ALLI) 
International Convention 
MDC Convention 
USA/Canada Forum 

St. Albert AB 
Calgary,  AB 
Montreal, PQ 
Red Deer AB 
Calgary, AB 

 
lionsclubs.org 
 
lionsforum.org 

2023 Jul  07-11 International Convention Boston, Mass lionsclubs.org  
     

Melodie Franko 
District Governor 

780-919-5355 
EMAIL 

Suzanne Leshchyshyn 
Vice District Governor 

403-872-2622 
EMAIL 

vacant 
2nd Vice District Governor 

Next Newsletter 
Submission Deadline: 
28th of current month 

Michael Clulow 
Lions Link Editor 

780-263-
6674  EMAIL 

 

mailto:melfranko@shaw.ca
mailto:lionsuzanne2223@gmail.com
mailto:stalbertlions@shaw.ca
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Dear Lion Leader, 
The conflict in Ukraine is posing substantial challenges to the Ukrainian people and our Ukrainian 
Lions clubs. Lions stand for peace and understanding, and we unite through kindness to serve our 
communities and people in need. 

Lions International is in contact with our Ukrainian clubs to determine how to best support them and 
the humanitarian crisis that is unfolding there. Here are some of the steps we’re taking: 

• LCIF support – Lions Clubs International Foundation is encouraging donations to the 
new Refugees and Displaced Persons fund. Contributions to this fund will help ensure 
that Lions are there to help families find the safety and security they desperately need. LCIF is 
also in the process of awarding grants to help provide immediate relief in the area. A grant has 
been approved for Poland, and we expect to award additional grants to other countries 
receiving Ukrainian refugees.  

• Social media – We are sharing messages of peace and encouraging LCIF donations on our 
LCI and LCIF social media channels. 

• lionsclubs.org home page – We are developing a homepage banner for both LCI and 
LCIF homepages to promote LCIF donations for refugees and displaced persons. 

• Responding to questions – If you receive questions about Ukraine, we encourage you to 
direct inquiries to our Public Relations team at PR@lionsclubs.org. 

We will continue to monitor the situation and evaluate other steps and communication needs in this 
rapidly changing environment. 

Please let us know if you have any questions. I appreciate your cooperation and support during this 
challenging time for the world. 

Yours in Service, 
Douglas X. Alexander 
International President 
 

New Episodic donation link on Lions of Canada fund for LCIF donation page 
English DONATE TO - LIONS OF CANADA FUND FOR LCIF 

French https://lionsofcanadafundforlcif.ca/fr/humanitarianresettlement 

https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/es?s=94443966&e=992983&elqTrackId=320bc4c47118450db330ff5e51511b5f&elq=932a43bb9ff9458fbd027b2817254742&elqaid=23588&elqat=1
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_Supporting%20our%20Lions%20in%20Ukraine_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_source=fundraising&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=humanitarian-resettlement&elqTrackId=11C391B7E502A3CA62657D7DFA17F71F&elq=932a43bb9ff9458fbd027b2817254742&elqaid=23588&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=3254
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_Supporting%20our%20Lions%20in%20Ukraine_2022&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=7DC2A4EA4246348F6D2DFEF175FB041A&elq=932a43bb9ff9458fbd027b2817254742&elqaid=23588&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=3254
mailto:PR@lionsclubs.org
https://lionsofcanadafundforlcif.ca/humanitarianresettlement
https://lionsofcanadafundforlcif.ca/fr/humanitarianresettlement
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LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL 
FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER 

 

 

MARCH IS ELECTION MONTH FOR 

CLUB EXECUTIVE 

 

READ ON LINE  CAMPAIGN 100 NEWSLETTER 

DONATE TODAY 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

DUES ADJUSTMENT RESOLUTION 
To be voted on at 2022 International 
Convention 

 
The International Board of Directors voted in 
October 2019 to approve an international 
dues adjustment resolution that would be 
voted on at the 2020 International 
Convention, but it was postponed due to the 
cancellation of our 2020 convention and the 
move to a virtual convention in 2021 as we 
adapted to the pandemic. The new dues 
adjustment model will be voted on at the 
2022 International Convention. 
Under the proposal, international dues 
would be adjusted according to the following 
schedule: 

•     $3 increase on July 1, 2023 
•     $2 increase on July 1, 2024 
•     $2 increase on July 1, 2025 

Why an international dues 
adjustment is needed? 

VIEW DETAILS ON-LINE 

THE CLUB DIGEST 
A MONTHLY SUMMARY OF THE 

LASTEST LION NEWS 
VIEW ON-LINE  

    

 
LIONS OF CANADA E-NEWS     2022 

Please share this message with other Lions! 

SAVE  THE  DATE 

DISTRICT C1  
GLOBAL ACTION 

TRAINING WEEKEND 
Date  /  Location 

Saturday-Sunday March 19-20, 2022 
St. Albert Community Hall 

VIEW PROGRAM  DETAILS 
AND REGISTRATION ON-LINE 

 

https://bit.ly/3uhIfls
https://bit.ly/3uhIfls
https://bit.ly/3sd9MBW
https://bit.ly/3sd9MBW
https://lionsofcanadafundforlcif.ca/donate/
https://lionsofcanadafundforlcif.ca/donate/
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/es?s=94443966&e=958732&elqTrackId=320bc4c47118450db330ff5e51511b5f&elq=247f72cdf8904247952014b5254ddd20&elqaid=22641&elqat=1
https://lionsc1.org/news/the-district-digest/
https://bit.ly/3oH0IFn
https://www.lionscanada.ca/information
https://www.lionscanada.ca/information
https://www.lionscanada.ca/information
https://www.lionscanada.ca/information
https://bit.ly/3rkNsaw
https://bit.ly/3rkNsaw
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Mosey on Down to Where the 
West is Fun! 

Hosted by Red Deer Central Lions & Calgary 
Eastport Lions Clubs 

Red Deer, Alberta 
April 29th & 30th, 2022 

Dust off your boots and hat, polish up your 
spurs, and get ready for lots of fun, festivities 
and learning. Can’t let the cat out of the bag 
any more than that right now; suffice it to say 
an international guest, 3rd International Vice 
President Fabricio Oliviera from Brazil, will 

be joining us. 

Come on down so we can show VP Fabricio 
our western hospitality and a good ol’ time! See 

ya’all there! 

Stay tuned for Registration Information 

View on-line for the latest update 
 
 
 

 
 
Calling all Club 
Presidents!! - - 
- March is 
election month.  
Have you 

appointed your Nominations Committee Chair?  
A not so subtle reminder from DG Melodie 

 

 
 

View online 
 

And Follow us on: 
      

 
Celebrate service with Lions 

from around the world in 
Montréal.  

June 24-28  |  lcicon.lionsclubs.org 
In 2022, you can unite once again with 
Lions and Leos in historic, yet modern 
Montréal, Canada — with stunning 
architecture and a buzzing art scene — to 
celebrate all that we’ve achieved over the 
last year. Join us as we come together, look 
back at our experiences and 
accomplishments from the last year, 
celebrate the final year of Campaign 100, 
and much more! 

Early Bird registration pricing 
extended until March 31 
 

Register  now   
 
  

What makes Lions excited about LCICon? 

Even though we all come from different 
places, different backgrounds, different 
perspectives and different faiths, we all 
understand the universal language of 
service.  And that’s what the convention is 
about.  

Lion Daniel Marney Elkins, from Bellefonte Lions Club 
  

 
 
 
 

 

Multiple District C 
2022 Convention 
Red Deer, Alberta 

https://lionsc1.org/links/multiple-district-c/
https://bit.ly/3zyxsUA
https://bit.ly/3zyxsUA
https://bit.ly/3zyxsUA
https://bit.ly/3zyxsUA
https://bit.ly/3zyxsUA
https://bit.ly/3zyxsUA
https://bit.ly/3zyxsUA
https://bit.ly/3zyxsUA
https://bit.ly/364lYhh
https://bit.ly/364lYhh
https://bit.ly/364lYhh
https://bit.ly/36nDpcK
https://bit.ly/3wd7ExH
https://bit.ly/3JuyVPS
https://bit.ly/3iaYmtN
https://bit.ly/3KN6i0K
https://bit.ly/3u5NO4H
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USA/CANADA LIONS 
LEADERSHIP FORUM 

IS 
GOING TO CANADA 
LOOK OUT CALGARY 

SEPTEMBER 15 – 17, 2022 
 
 
 

https://lionsforum.org/ 
 
 
 
 

LIONS OF CANADA NEWSLETTER 
 

MDC NEWSLETTER 
 

DISTRICT C-2 NEWSLETTER 
 

EDMONTON HOST MARCH 
NEWSLETTER 

 
ST ALBERT HOST MARCH 

NEWSLETTER 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

LIONS IN ACTION 

BUSBY AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB  
 
“Sometimes all we need is a new perspective “. 
  

 
 

 
The Busby and District Lions brought in an 
abundant harvest of used eyewear, along 
with brand new glass cases to be sent to the 
Canadian Lions Eyeglass Recycling Centre 
(CLERC). 
In doing so, this service supports the 
following Lions causes: 
1. VISION 
2. ENVIRONMENT ( otherwise the unused 
eyewear would succumb to disposal at a 
landfill). 

Vicki Vvervynck  
 

https://lionsforum.org/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Lions-of-du-Canada---Newsletter-Infolettre---February-F-vrier-2022.html?soid=1136234993139&aid=7KOLZY08R94
https://www.mdclions.org/_files/ugd/abd9f4_c0a2341672644f01b2c0664a3a208b04.pdf
https://www.lionsofdistrictc2.com/newsletter
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AKcDdNoPjdnF4tgO96b-ZsClpq-pwmpAKqMCEmpSsWQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AKcDdNoPjdnF4tgO96b-ZsClpq-pwmpAKqMCEmpSsWQ/edit
https://e-clubhouse.org/userfiles/2650/file/St%20Albert%20Host%20Lions%20Club%20News%20-%20Mar%202022.pdf
https://e-clubhouse.org/userfiles/2650/file/St%20Albert%20Host%20Lions%20Club%20News%20-%20Mar%202022.pdf
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CLERC 4th Quarter Report. 

Like all of us Covid has had a negative effect 
on CLERC activities. This quarter CLERC 
hosted 4 eyeglass work parties. A small group 
of volunteers continues to process glasses 
every Wednesday. We have cancelled many 
volunteer sessions for Lions Clubs. Hopefully 
conditions will improve and we can continue on 
with Lions Clubs volunteering virtually every 
second Saturday once Covid starts to ease off. 
Financially we have received donations from 
14 District C-2 Clubs, from one Lions Club from 
Saskatchewan and 5 from District C-1 clubs or 
individuals.  

186,350 pairs of glasses were shipped to 
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Guatemala, 
Malawi, Mexico, Cuba, Philippines and the 
Ukraine.  

Recently we did a huge warehouse clean up 
and reorganization to facilitate more storage 
space, better product access, and a more 
efficient process. The Calgary correction 
Centre is back up and running after being shut 
down for covid reasons and safety concerns. 
That is a big help in aiding the process and 
bumping up the numbers for our inventory 
moving forward. We recently shipped 26 pallets 

of broken glasses to Respecs in California and 
will receive a cheque in 6+ months if we are 
lucky.  

The CLERC executive would like to thank all 
clubs donating to our eyesight initiative. We 
always require contributions to offset operating 
costs. CLERC will have representation at the 
C-1 convention, will be doing a live 
presentation and will be bringing 2 trucks up for 
transporting eyeglasses from District C-1 to the 
warehouse.              

In Lionism  James Lee CLERC Chair  

CLERC-An Out of sight Opportunity to Aid the 
Vision Impaired of the World.  
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Lions Foundation of Canada 
Dog Guide Raffle 

 
 

Sales End 
Mon Apr 18 2022 

Ticket Prices 
10 for $20 
6 for $15 
3 for $10 
1 for $5 

Purchase Tickets 
 

LFC 50/50 raffle 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
VIEW NEWSLETTERS ON-LINE 

 
 

 

READ LIONS QUEST NEWS LETTERS 

Make A Donation 

 

 

 

https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/gplionsclub
https://www.dogguides.com/newsletters.html
https://www.lionsquest.ca/
https://bit.ly/3ooz8Lg
https://www.dogguides.com/index.html
https://www.lionsquest.ca/
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ANNA BOROWIECKI/St. Albert Gazette Bill Webber of the St. Albert Host Lions Club is pictured at the 
multigenerational  recreational Lions Park, an enduring project the club built in the 1970s. 

Lions across 
Alberta unite to 

celebrate 70 years 
of service

Club transforms kindness into action
BY ANNA BOROWIECKI

Staff Writer

The St. Albert Host Lions Club does a heck of a lot more than cook 
pancakes on a griddle. 

It rallies to provide disaster relief sup-port, blood donor clinics, refugee 
spon-sorship, and legacy scholarships for high school students, just to 
name a few pro-jects. But that’s just the tip of the iceberg. 

Throughout its existence, the local chapter has supported projects 
related to vision, the environment, childhood can-cer, hunger, diabetes, 
and other pressing humanitarian needs across the nation and the 
world. 

This weekend, the Lions Club celebrates its 70th Charter Anniversary  
Banquet on Friday, March 4, followed by the District C-1 
convention on Saturday, March 5, at St. Albert Inn. The district 
convention promises to attract province-wide delegates from Red Deer 
north to Yellowknife. 

The Friday festivities launch with cock-tails and dinner, entertainment 
from hypnotist Wayne Lee and country music entertainer Zach Willier, 
and Judge Brian Stevenson of Calgary as the keynote speaker. 

A Lion since 1966, Stevenson is also a multiple-award-winner who 
served as president of the International Association of Lions Club and 
as its Good Will Ambassador. 

“He will be speaking about commit-ment to service. He’s a long-time 
friend, a good speaker, and a good enter-tainer, as well as 
providing meaningful insights,” said Bill Webber, 88. The senior 
Lion joined in 1964 and served as past president in 1967-68 and 
1980-81. 

At the Saturday district convention, the keynote speaker will be 
Dr. Louis Hugo Francescutti, a major driver of the Bridge Healing 
Program. Based on the Tiny Villages project, this novel approach would 
combat homelessness using hos-pital emergency departments as a gate-
way to temporary housing. 

The Edmonton pilot project’s estimated costs are $1.5 million, which 
includes the construction of two buildings for the homeless, said 
Webber. 

“The district would supply kitchen equipment and furnishings. 
We’re look-ing to fundraise $150,000,” Webber said. “It’s a 
fascinating program. The conven-tion is an opportunity to inform 
the dis-trict what is being planned and encour-age them to 
contribute.” 

This is not the first major project where Lions have put 
kindness into action. The club is perhaps best known for 
Lions Park, a much-attended, multi-generational recreational park 
on Sir Winston Churchill Avenue in St. Albert. 

“It was one of the first things in the service club I was involved 
in. We spent many weekends in the park. It was pri-marily in the 
70s we did the grunt work. It’s been an extremely well-used park. It 
doesn’t matter when you go, families are always there,” Webber 
said.  

Another long-standing signature pro-ject is support for the 533 
Air Cadets —  100 young people who meet once a week at St. 
Albert Community Hall. The club provides financing to assist 
cadets taking various programs, includ-ing marksmanship, music in 
marching band, and flying courses. 

“The big attraction, of course, is get-ting a glider’s  licence. Once 
you have a glider’s licence you can get up to a powered 
licence.” 

One of the club’s most recent projects was pitching in to sort 
supplies and clothing donated to the Citadel Fire dis-aster relief. 

“Citadel received an amazing response in donated clothing, but 
they had diffi-culty sorting and distributing. Our mem-bers assisted 
with that,” said Webber. 

Whether it’s planting fruit trees at Lacombe Park Community 
Gardens, fundraising for seeing-eye dogs, or donat-ing to the St. 
Albert Food Bank, the St. Albert Host Lions Club is always ready to 
contribute.  

Tickets for the charter anniversary are $50 per person while 
convention tickets are $130 per person. To purchase, visit www.e-
clubhouse.org/sites/stalberthost/. 

aborowiecki@stalbert.greatwest.ca

A46 - Wednesday, March 02, 2022, St. Albert Gazette
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https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/pembinavalleylions
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Bridge Healing addresses the inequitable challenges facing the most vulnerable members of our 
communities. Today, individuals experiencing homelessness are currently being released from 

emergency departments with no permanent home to go to. The Bridge Healing Program seeks to not 
only obtain food and housing, but also to connect these people with a variety of health and social 

services.  

 
A key partner of Bridge Healing is Jasper Place Wellness Centre (JPWC), an Edmonton based non-
profit community development organization.  For the past 14 years, the work JPWC has 
accomplished in the community has been ground-breaking. From being the first agency to implement 
Housing First (1,100+ previously homeless individuals housed) in a quick, less costly, and effective 
manner, to running an employment program ($1M of payroll goes back into the community annually), 
to operating a primary care health clinic and hosting food security programs across Edmonton.  
 
Through Bridge Healing, homeless individuals discharged from the emergency department will be 
transported to one of JPWC’s two Bridge Healing buildings consisting of 12 units each and 
immediately housed in one of these small units. At JPWC, residents will be provided with wraparound 
services that they require immediately and in the long term, to address their needs. The ultimate goal 
is to have Bridge Healing facilities across Edmonton providing services addressing complex social, 
health and mental needs for these individuals. Bridge Healing is scalable and transferable to other 
communities across the province and the country. 
 
The donations from the Lions Clubs and the grant that we receive from LCIF will be used to purchase 
kitchen equipment and dining room furniture in JPWC’s 2 buildings.  These rooms will bear Lions 
signages and logos.  Lions will be able to host events in the dining room and common areas with 
topics such as financial literacy training, nutritious food preparation and other life skills.  
 
The Lions Clubs have a long history of serving food and helping the vulnerable segments of our 
community.  By supporting Bridge Healing, Lions clubs in District C-1 will be able to provide even 
more services to the vulnerable members in our community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Breaking the Cycle of Homelessness For Our Emergency Department Patients 
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Notice To All Lions Clubs: 

Many clubs were represented at District C1 Convention on Saturday, March 5th and 
heard Dr. Louis Francescutti speak about the Bridge Healing Pilot Project.  Due to 
the change of the grant application, we find ourselves in need of $20,600 more. 

Many people approached Joan McCollum, Project Manager and myself on how they 
can help.  If a club wishes to use Casino funds - only if casino funds are used - you 
will find attached  "Gaming Proceeds - Recipient Agreement."  Please fill it out and 
send it along with your cheque to: 

Edmonton Chinese Lions Club 
c/o Lion Eugene Chow 
200, 12204 106 Avenue NW 
Edmonton  AB  T5N 3Z1  

Please include your email address. 

Thank you 

DG Melodie Franko 

 

Click below to view the power point as presented at the March 05 C-1 Convention. 

VIEW POWER POINT PRESENTATION ON-LINE 
 

Please share the above presentation with your club members 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/3bn3s51u534jh83ir0e1e/LIONS-MARCH-5-2022-Bridge-Healing-Pitch-Deck-Darkhorse.pptx?dl=0&rlkey=xbtkk2zqei06xzups1blb6dd9
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From the desk of Council Chair Cathy 
Multiple District C Newsletter 

 

Volume 1: Special Edition                                                                                                               February 2022 
 

   

 

COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 
PDG Cathy Anderson 
Email: canderson53@shaw.ca 
Phone: 403-381-2895 
Cell: 403-331-7594 

 

COUNCIL SECRETARY 
Lion Anne Kennedy 
Email: mdccsec@gmail.com 
Phone: 403-998-5082 Cell: 

 

  NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
PCC Dennis Stevenson 
Email: pdg37e@sunraybase.ca 
Phone: 403-453-1257 
Cell: 403-605-7765 
 

 

 

Multiple District C Council Secretary Position Posting 

 
QUALIFICATIONS 

• Education/experience - should have past experience as a professional and responsible nature 
in business administration, public relations, and management. 

• Abilities/knowledge - considerable knowledge of the organization structure, policies, activities, 
and programs of Lions Clubs International as well as that of MD C  

• Ability to plan, lay out, and direct the administrative services as they relate to MD C 
• Ability to communicate effectively orally and in writing 
• Ability to motivate; and 
• Ability to develop and maintain effective working relationship.  
• Ability to  provide office space, internet and telephone as required to carry out the duties of the MDC 

Secretary as well as the use of in-house equipment and supplies ; including but not limited to 
computer, printers, shredder, office supplies ( pens, paper, stapler, envelopes, stamps  etc.)   

 
Duties Under the supervision and direction of the council 

a) Keep an  accurate record of the proceedings of all meetings of the council  and shall within (30) 
days after each meeting forward copies of the minutes of the same to all members of the council. 
 



2 

(b)  Assist the council in conducting the business of the multiple district and shall perform such duties 
as are specified or implied in this Constitution and Bylaws, or as may be assigned to him/her from 
time to time by the council.  

(c)  The council secretary shall have a criminal check done by a police agency in his/her area each 
year or as required, with said report to be kept on file at multiple district office, the cost of the criminal 
check shall be an administrative expense of the multiple district. 

 Start Date: July 1, 2022 

Renumeration – direction of Council – Semi-annual Honorarium and approved expenses 

 FUNCTION 
The primary purpose of the Secretary is to direct and coordinate the administrative services at the Multiple 
District level by carrying out directives as issued by the Council and performing such other functions as 
required by both the Multiple District Constitution and By-Laws and the MDC Policy Manual. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
Carry out all assignments under the direction of the Council as are required in the performance 
of duties that pertain to such office. 

Carry out the efficient administration of MDC Headquarters, including: 
i. Employment and supervision of secretarial personnel.
ii. Location and organization of suitable accommodations of all MDC merchandise.
iii. Keeping of all necessary records, minutes, etc.; and
iv. Complete responsibilities for ordering and keeping accurate inventory of merchandise where

applicable.

Schedule and program Council meetings in cooperation with the Host District Governor. 
Assist the Council in the organization and administration of MDC Conventions and meetings. 

In cooperation with the Council Chairperson, plan and prepare the agenda for Council 
meetings.  
The agenda should be in the hands of the Council of Governors no less than 10 days prior 
to the scheduled Council meeting  

In cooperation with the Vice Council Chairperson, plan and prepare the agenda for Finance 
 meetings. The agenda should be in the hands of the Council of Governors no less than 10  
days prior to the scheduled Finance meeting 

Record and distribute, within thirty (30) days of the conclusion of the meeting, to the Council 
Chairperson, the District Governors, the Vice District Governors and/or District Governors Elect, 
and the Council Advisors (on request) minutes of all Council meetings, and record minutes of 
the MDC Convention business proceedings. 

Maintain in an up-to-date fashion the MDC Constitution, By-Laws, and Policy Manual.  
Annotate amendments and arrange for reprinting of such documents or chapters as required 



3 

Under the direction of the Council, work with standing committees as a source of information. 

Reports when received from Committee Chairpersons, should be available to District Officers. 
In this regard, maintain records indicating progress of programs and arrange that such  
information be given to District Officers 

Work closely, as an advisor, with each District Governor when requested, as a consultant on 
matters dealing with public relations and publicity, fund-raising, program and promotional 
planning, protocol, etc. Work as the liaison between Lions International and the Lions of MDC. 

Maintain and make available to all Governors and recognized committees and projects an 
up-to-date mailing list service. It includes all Club presidents, secretaries (by District), all Past 
District Governors, and all Multiple District Committee Chairpersons in MDC. 

Purchase and sell certain parts of the official MDC convention dress uniform and accessories 
when directed by Council. This shall include carrying an inventory and keeping proper records 
of the vendors. 

The MDC Secretary shall as a non-voting member of the Executive Committee of the Council, 
together with the Council Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson, handle emergency business 
arising between the Council meetings, subject to approval of the Council at its next meeting. 
The MDC Secretary shall be an ex-officio member of Council and of all MDC Committees. 

Attend, when requested by and compensated by the Council, the Lions Clubs International  
Convention and maintain an MDC office at said convention.  Reasonable daily office hours shall 
be maintained, and a daily newsletter shall be published and distributed to all attendees for 
the duration of the convention. 
The office shall assist any political campaigns and all attendees in order that their convention  
experience be maximized. 

MD COUNCIL SECRETARY VACANCY 
 Position starts date July 1, 2022

Applications will be accepted until close of day on FRIDAY APRIL 8, 2022 

Please include the following with your application: 
 - a cover letter outlining your qualifications and past experience 
- Why the position interests you 
 - 3 references 

 E-mail application to: VCC Frances Sawiak at :   jfsawiak@telus.net 
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                                        The Canadian Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation 

                         58 Walter Copp Crescent, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R2K 4H6 

                         Phone: 204-330-3802, email: lionschildhoodcancer.ca@gmail.com 

 

 

Fellow Lions: 

Please let me introduce myself. My name is Mike Janssen and I am a Past District Governor in 5M11 a district in MD5M. I am located 
in the heart of Canada. My district is an international district with clubs on both sides of the U.S. Canada boarder. After 3 years of 
attempting to establish a cancer program within my district in 2014 with the blessing of our District Governor I started a Lions 
CancerCare Initiative in our District. I sat as chair of the Initiative for all of its years of operation until November of 2019. During 
those years the Initiative supported many endeavors including supporting individuals dealing with cancer, providing a portable 
infusion pump to a children’s cancer clinic and providing a WIFI system and tablets to the blood borne cancer ward at the Health 
Sciences Center in Winnipeg, get me started and I will pull at your heart strings with that one. I would also go out and present at all 
of the clubs in our district as well as at conventions. I held several events to raise awareness and funds including head shaves, raffles 
and more.  

Fast forward to 2019. After Lions International introduced it support of pediatric cancer, I began petitioning the MD5M council of 
Governors to allow a childhood cancer program in the multiple, offering myself as its first chair. After much presenting and lobbying 
and debate by the Council of Governors, this was achieved. Then the work began to garner district chairs from all twelve of our 
districts. This was quite a task but it did happen. Not being satisfied I felt that a foundation was needed and with the help of one of 
the chairs we began the process of petitioning to be come in fact 2 foundations, one in Minnesota which is known as The Minnesota 
Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation and the one in Canada being called The Canadian Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation.   This 
name was strategically chosen because we knew we wanted to grow this across the country. Our district chairs in 5M10, 5M11, and 
5M13 went on to become directors. I myself sat on both foundations for 2 years until finding another person to take my place on the 
Minnesota foundation, allowing me to concentrate on the Canadian foundation. However, I do remain as a liaison between both 
foundations. 

As alluded to, we did name our newest foundation The CANADIAN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation so it could grow across our 
great country, and that time has come. In November of 2019 we became incorporated with the Federal Government. Since then, we 
managed to raise in excess of $40,000.00, presented at clubs and conventions, held several fundraisers, club inclusive projects, and 
financially supported children and their families dealing with cancer. We plan to continue supporting families and survivors as our 
main focus. We also plan to help childhood cancer centers as we can and spread Childhood Cancer awareness. Our plan is to work in 
unison with the LCIF Childhood Cancer program. We are embarking on our next project Mighty Meagan’s Zipper Shirts for Children 
undergoing chemo, a very worthwhile project. As one nurse had said this is a real game changer in administering chemo.  

I hope I’ve piqued your interest because much like the Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides did in the early 1980’s, It is Time to 
spread our wings and fly. It’s time to grow our Childhood Cancer family across the country. We will be planning to hold a Zoom 
meeting in the near future and look forward to seeing you there. Should you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call 
me at the number listed above or send an email to my personal email address at mjanssen@shaw.ca 

Sincerely 

PDG Mike Janssen 

CLCCF Chairman      

mailto:lionschildhoodcancer.ca@gmail.com
mailto:mjanssen@shaw.ca


LIONS MDC-1 NEWSLETTER V 7 N 09        MAR   2022  Page 22 of 22 

January 1st, 2022 

Greetings to all Western Canadian Lions Clubs, 

I am writing to your club today as President of the Western Canadian Blind 
Golf Association (WCBGA). In the last two years, COVID has challenged all 
of us in ways we could never have imagined. We have all done our very best 
to ensure and help each other through the challenging times it has caused.  
As a result, the WCBGA has been unable to have in-person competitions 
these past two years but have been able to host “virtual” championships.  
Prior to COVID, it was our intention to also provide more opportunities and 
more inclusiveness to the game.  As such, we were looking forward to 

offering junior golf clinics at all our events, and the long-term success of these clinics would be a 
strong junior blind golf program.  Since then, we have had some more exciting things happen.  The 
national blind golf umbrella we fall under, Blind Golf Canada (BGC) has officially partnered with the 
newly formed ParaGolf Canada.  This organization is all about bringing “All Disabilities” together and 
provide more inclusiveness and opportunities to play golf.   So not only will this partnership help us 
provide opportunities for blind and disabled youth, but also for so many other “persons with abilities” 
to embrace the game and continue playing despite their challenges.  So, our hope in 2022 is to finally 
kick off our junior golf clinics and development programs at all our events, while also going a step 
further by working with ParaGolf Canada to provide even more great opportunities by offering these 
clinics to “all abilities, all ages, all genders! 

Our 2022 Western Canadian Championships will be the first event to kick start these great things, 
which will be in Calgary Alberta July 4th-July 6th.  Following this clinic will be another hosted in Ontario 
at the Provincial and Canadian Championships in Simcoe, Ontario.  A third event will take place in 
Nova Scotia in late August or September.  In Calgary, following the Junior clinic will be the 2022 
WCBGA Championships, which will host a full field of our Western Canadian members along with 
others from across Canada. So, everything starts with us out here in the West as we get to “tee up 
great things”. 

In the past we have had the support of all our valuable Lions clubs in Western Canada.  Without the 
support of Lions Clubs, what we do would not be possible. Our hope is you will share and embrace 
the Junior clinics and programs we are about to start in 2022.  We hope to plant this seed in 2022, 
and work at growing it into the coming years to provide great growth and continued opportunities for 
all persons dealing with disabilities.   

On behalf of the WCBGA and all our members, I thank you in advance for your constant 
consideration and support of our endeavors and hope you will join us in 2022 in “teeing up great 
things”.   

 I welcome the opportunity to answer any questions your club may have.  I can be contacted 
at: thedoumas71@gmail.com or by phone: 250-428-1807 For Clubs wishing to support blind golf and 
all disabled golf, please make cheques payable to: Western Canadian Blind Golfer’s Association 
(WCBGA). Payments can be mailed to:  

WCBGA  
c/o Darren Douma  
 #7-316 Canyon Street  
Creston, B.C.   
V0B1G3  

Again, I thank all Lions and send out a “BIG” lion’s roar to all of you! 

Kind Regards, Darren Douma, WCBGA President 
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