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District Governor’s Message 

A New Year – Renewed Purpose 

As this newsletter reaches you, the holiday 

season is behind us and we find ourselves 

embarking on a brand-new year.  For many of us, 

the holidays were a time of celebration—

gathering with family and friends, sharing meals, 

and enjoying traditions that bring warmth and joy.  

However, as Lions, we must also remember that 

for many people—right here in Canada and throughout the world—the 

holiday season was not a time of abundance.  Too many families were 

unable to afford enough food to properly feed their children, and the 

challenge of food insecurity did not end when the decorations came 

down.  

I encourage every club to keep this reality in mind as we move into 

January and to consider including a service project in support of Lions 

International Week of Service for Hunger, January 3–11, 2026.  

Whether it is a food drive, a monetary donation, volunteering at a food 

bank, or a community meal, even a small effort can make a meaningful 

difference.  Together, our collective impact as Lions can help ensure 

fewer families go hungry in the year ahead.   

Membership – Building Stronger, More Inclusive Clubs  

As we begin the new year, membership must also remain a priority for 

every club.  Our goal is simple and achievable: each club is 

encouraged to induct two new members or grow by 20%, 

whichever is greater.  

As you review your club’s recruitment plans, I invite you to reflect 

honestly on a few important questions:  

• Is your club inclusive of the ethnic communities in your area?  

• Do you welcome people of all genders, ages, and abilities, including 

those living with disabilities?  

• Do you look forward to your meetings and service projects, or do they 

sometimes feel like a chore?                          Continued next page 
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If meetings and service projects begin to feel like an obligation rather than a joy, it may be time to 

pause and reconnect as a team.  Simple team-building activities can strengthen camaraderie, renew 

enthusiasm, and remind us why we became Lions in the first place.  

Strong clubs are welcoming clubs.  When people see Lions enjoying what they do and making a 

difference together, membership growth follows naturally.  Thank you for your continued service, 

dedication, and commitment to Lionism.  In this issue, I have also included pages 2, 3, and 4 from 

Lions – Connecting to Young Lions, which offer practical ideas and insights that many clubs may 

find helpful as they work to strengthen membership and engage younger generations.  I encourage 

every club to take a few moments to review these pages and consider how some of these ideas might 

be adapted within your own community.  I look forward to all that we will accomplish together in the 

year ahead.  

Yours in Lionism,  Lion Ted Mikkelsen  District Governor, District C1  Lions Clubs International 

 

DOG GUIDES UPDATES 

Submitted by  

Lion Daryl Reinke, AB/NT Director LFCDG 

1. I’ve received several requests for 

information as to the distribution of Dog 

Guides in Canada, in Alberta, and in 

various parts of Alberta.  The data below 

is a very condensed summary.  There 

are currently 786 Dog Guide-Client 

teams in Canada, 68 of those in Alberta. 

Numbers as of October 31, 2025 

Autism Assistance: 28/273 (Alberta/Canada): 

Lethbridge 2, Edmonton 7, Calgary 8, 

Coalhurst 1, Red Deer 1, St Albert 2, Spruce 

Grove 2, Kitscotty 1, Leduc 1, Coaldale 1, 

Cochrane 2. 

Canine Vision: 8/121: St Paul 1, Red Deer 1, 

Calgary 3, Lethbridge 1, Sherwood Park1, 

Picture Butte 1. 

Diabetes Alert: 8/67: Ft. Saskatchewan 1, 

Edmonton 3, Gunn 1, Morinville 1, Banff 1, 

Calgary 1. 

Juvenile Diabetes: 0/3 

Facility Support: 11/129: Cochrane 3, 

Sherwood Park 1, Edmonton 2, Calgary 1, 

Blackfalds 1 Grand Prairie 1. 

Service: 6/116: Edmonton 1, Innisfail 1, 

Calgary 3, Lethbridge 1 

Hearing: 7/?: Edmonton 1, Calgary 3, 

Cardston 1, Medicine Hat 1, High River 1. 

Seizure Response: 7/44: S Park 1, Edmonton 

3, Airdrie 1, Cochrane 1, Strathmore 1. 

2. There’s no news regarding our attempts 

to arrange funding to complete the new 

training centre.  The Province of Ontario, 

BMO, and a benevolent philanthropist 

are working out the final details to grant 

and/or loan us the money needed.  We 

are hoping to have the finances in place 

by December 31.  As it stands, 

assuming we can restart construction in 

January, the projected completion date 

is likely to be the end of September.  

 

3. Dog Guides has issued a challenge to 

all Districts in Canada.  Districts that 

have at least 50% of clubs donating at 

least $250 will be listed on a Silver Level 

plaque. Districts with 75% participation 

will be listed on a Gold Level plaque.  To 

date 46% of District C 2 clubs and 36% 

of C 1 clubs have participated.  Let’s 

shoot for 100% participation! 

mailto:dwreinke@gmail.com
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Vote Lyle Gustafson 
MDC Vice Council Chair 
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JUDGE BRIAN STEVENSON 

FELLOWSHIP DINNER: 

March 21, 2026, the Bowness Lions are hosting 

a Judge Brian Stevenson Fellowship Fundraiser 

for The Difference Campaign.  Clubs are invited 

to apply to Dogguides.com for JBS Fellowships 

to honour club members and/or community 

members and then bring the recipients and 

awards to the event for presentation by the 

Judge.  

Dog Guides requests you order the fellowship 

awards by the end of January to make sure they 

have time to get the printing done.  Please let me 

know numbers of fellowships ordered so we can 

plan our program. 

Also, please let me know if you have access to 

silent/live auction items and/or if your club plans 

to make a financial donation to Dog Guides at 

the event. 

More information about the fundraiser will be 

announced shortly. 

Lion Daryl Reinke, AB/NT Director LFCDG 

 

SPRUCE VIEW AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 

The Spruce View and District Lions Club raised 

funds to provide almost 100 blankets and 75 

home knit hats for the Red Deer Cancer Clinic 

that were delivered in December.  

The hats were 

knit by the 

ladies in the 

community 

known as the 

“Friends of 

the Lions” 

The Spruce 

View and 

District Lions were very thankful to the Innisfail 

Sandstone IDA for giving us such a good price 

for the blankets so that we were able to purchase 

more than we could otherwise have afforded.  

The blankets and the hats were individually 

wrapped with a poem from the Lions. 

When patients sit for hours having treatment at 

the Center, they can feel the cold and the 

isolation.  A fuzzy and cosy throw can keep them 

warm and remind them that they are not alone.  

They can remember that someone is thinking of 

them and the blanket or hat is a hug from 

strangers who care such, as the Spruce View 

and District Lions.                         Lois Burkinshaw 

 

SPRUCE VIEW AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 

At the District C1 Convention in Red Deer, the 
Spruce View and District Lions Club led a 
Service Project on making fidgets for Childhood 
Cancer.  

 

More than a 
dozen attendees 
went to work 
learning to 
decorate the small 
knit cuffs that 
were made by 
ladies in the 
Spruce View 
Community.  The 
creativity was 

impressive and the group managed to complete 
38 fidgets in about an hour.  What a team. 

The fidgets were delivered 

to Kids Cancer Care in 

Calgary in December and 

a letter explaining who 

had made the fidgets and 

how all District C1 Lions 

were thinking of the 

children was included.             Lois Burkinshaw 

LIONS IN ACTION 

mailto:dwreinke@gmail.com
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SPRUCE VIEW AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 

The Spruce View and District Lions Club 

collected toys, books, craft kits and cute socks, 

hats and mitts for the Children at the Central 

Alberta Child Advocacy Center in Red Deer. 

We were able to take a huge box to the Center 

along with a $500 donation to help them put on 

their Christmas Party and support the children 

throughout the year.  

Taking a Child’s mind 

off a very bad family 

situation for even a 

short time, with a toy, 

is worthwhile.  

The Advocacy 

Center was very 

appreciative.  I think 

that often they and 

their good work are 

overlooked by people 

in the community, 

unless their services are needed.  

The Spruce View and District Lions Club want to 

make sure they are never forgotten.  

Lois Burkinshaw 

 
ST. ALBERT HOST LIONS CLUB 

For many years the St, Albert Host Lions Club 
has supported Salvation Army by manning their 
Christmas Kettle fundraiser for one day at two 
locations in St. Albert 

Lions Asha 
and Madan 
(pictured) 
manned one 
location for 
several hours 
during the 
day. 

 
 
 
 
 

ST. ALBERT HOST LIONS CLUB 

For the past several years the St. Albert Host 
Lions Club has sponsored one of the many 
Christmas trees at the St. Albert Chamber of 
Commerce Christmas Market.  The market is an 
annual event at the Enjoy Center (Salisbury 
Green House)/.  The 175.00 sponsorship 
donation goes to Food Bank and Salvation Army,   

On Nov. 14 just prior to the market opening, 
Lions Ceres, Jack and Barb decorated the tree, 
and at the close of the market on Dec 13 Lions 
Aida, Jack, and Barb removed the decorations.  
Each of the doves has a service project named 
on it and each heart has a club members name 
on it. 
 

 

          CORRECTION re Dec Lions Link page 3 

 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE POSTER JUDGING 
 
(1) 1st Place - Matea Milukstis  
Grade 8 - Sister Alphonse Academy   
      ( not St. Augustine Catholic Elementary School) 
 
(2) 3rd Place - Brooklyn Prudhomme 
Grade 6 - Neil M. Rose Catholic Elementary School   
      ( not St. Augustine Catholic Elementary School) 
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HUNGER 
 WEEK 

Jan 3-11 
2026 

AMPLIFY 
World Wide Service 

  

 
JBS FELLOWSHIP 

DINNER  
March 21 

2026 
The Difference 

Campaign 
RESERVATION See page 

7 

 

MDC 
CONVENTION 

April 10-11 
2026 

Grande Prairie, Alberta TBD See page 
10 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
WEEK 

April 18-26 
2026 

AMPLIFY 
World Wide Service 

  

 LEDUC LIONS 
80th  Anniversary 

June 13 
2026 

TBD RESERVATION See Page 
12 

 

LCI CON 2026 July 3-7 
2026 

Hong Kong,  
China  

 WEBSITE 

 

USA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum 

Sept 03-05 
2026 

Memphis 
USA 

 WEBSITE 

 

     

 RESERVED FOR YOUR CLUB SPECIAL EVENT OR ANNIVERSARY  

 RESERVED FOR YOUR CLUB SPECIAL EVENT OR ANNIVERSARY  

   

Don’t let the grass grow under your feet.  

 

SAVE  THE  DATE 

mailto:dwreinke@gmail.com
mailto:grundzerleduclionscharternight@gmail.com
https://lionscon.lionsclubs.org/hong-kong/
https://lionsoftn.org/usa%2Fcanada-forum
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MULTIPLE DISTRICT C CONVENTION REGISTRATION

APRIL 10 & 11, 2026
Holiday Inn & Suites
Grande Prairie, AB

1. Name (First, Last)

 Lion  Leo-Lion  Leo  Non-member  First Convention

Official Title: Name on Badge:

Club: District:

2. Name (First, Last)
 Lion  Leo-Lion  Leo  Non-member  First Convention

Official Title: Name on Badge:

Club: District:

Address: City:

Province/State: Postal/Zip Code:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

1.Early Bird Registration & Full Meal Package # x $135.00/person = $

1. Lions/Guest Registration & Full Meal Package: # x $150.00/person = $
(Friday Social, Saturday Lunch & DG Banquet) after March 14, 2026

2. Leo Registration & Full Meal Package: # x $80.00/person = $
(Friday Social, Saturday Lunch & DG Banquet)
**Registration after March 14, 2026 # x $100.00/person = $

3. Separate District Governor’s Banquet Ticket: # x $65.00/person = $

Total = $

Registration cut-off date: April 1, 2026

We will be asking everyone to participate in a variety of service projects
“Lead to Serve – Serve to Lead” – further information to follow!

Do you have any Special Dietary requests? Yes No
Please specify dietary details:  Diabetic  Gluten Free  Vegetarian  Allergies  Other
Please describe

Hotel Reservations – Hotel reservations are not included with your registration fee and are the responsibility of the
delegate/attendee.

Holiday Inn – room rates from $149 (applicable taxes) $169.00(applicable taxes) With Breakfast
Use Block Code: MDC LIONS

Method of payment:  Credit Card  Cheque – make payable to: Grande Prairie Lions Club.

Note: FULL PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY THIS FORM TO BE REGISTERED AS AN ATTENDEE.
Note: receipts will be sent by email ONLY. No receipts will be available at registration.
Credit Card #: EXP Date: CVC:

                   
  
                   
     

Send Completed registration form with payment to: Grande Prairie Lions Club, Box 505, Grande Prairie, AB T8V 3A7 or 
email to:  Ldcgp@telusplanet.net

Cancellation Policy: Attempt to transfer your registration to another Lion. Written cancellation requests must be 
received by midnight on March 27, 2026. No refund after March 28, 2026. Email to: Ldcgp@telusplanet.net

  e-Transfer: Payee: GPMDCConvention2026 Email: gpmdcconvention2026@gmail.com

mailto:ldcgp@telusplanet.net
https://
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